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Background

In 2008, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) released its Resource A TMP is like a rulebook,
Management Plans and associated Travel Management Plans (TMPs) established by the BLM, for
for six field offices in Utah. The plans were litigated by various special recreation on public lands.

A TMP outlines where people
can and can’t use vehicles like
cars, trucks, or ATVs on public
lands. It also outlines areas that

interest groups, and in 2017 a settlement agreement was reached.
The State of Utah was excluded from settlement agreement
negotiations and objected to its terms.

- n can only be accessed by foot
What is a Travel Management Plan (TMP)? or areas that are completely
The BLM defines a TMP as a "comprehensive travel and transportation closed to the public.

management plan including a wide-ranging analysis considering the
access needs of public lands users. Access needs are evaluated in
conjunction with BLM'’s legal mandate to protect natural and cultural
resources on public lands.

These plans should provide
opportunities for access,
economic prosperity, and
stewardship. However, recent
TMPs are restricting access
and causing a ripple effect of
negative impacts for Utah.

Routes included in the TMP will be analyzed in [and] through the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. Federal law requires
specific evaluation and designation for public motorized uses, referred
to in regulation as off-highway vehicles (OHVs).”

TMP closures by the BLM mean less access to public lands for all users. The State of Utah believes in
providing the most access for all users of all ages and abilities, so the State opposes closing any
existing access on public land.

Why is this an issue?

Utah owns only approximately 10% of the lands within its
boundaries. The federal government controls over 68%
(87.4 million acres) of the lands - that’s larger than the entire

state of lllinois. Of those federal lands almost 22.8 million acres
are controlled by the BLM. Aside from Nevada, no other state in
the nation has less control over its own territory than Utah.

This TMP could significantly limit public access by

losi ds: San Rafael Swell
closing roads: . . “Alternative B” could
e Alternative A “No Action” - 730 miles closed close 949 Miles
Alternative B - 949 miles closed
Alternative C - 454.2 miles closed
Alternative D - 52 miles closed

The State of Utah and Utah Public Lands Policy Coordinating
Office (PLPCO) are more supportive of Alternative D, with
only 52 miles of closures (2% of the roads in the area).

The State opposes all closures, however this option provides the Stand

most access for all user groups of all ages and abilities. Egﬁrd
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